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1, Bishop Panteleimon, 


without direction, 


who was desipnated by the Russian Orthodox Church to 
reorganize the activities of that church in Argentina and who arrived in . 
Buenos Aires in September 1948, was expelled from Argentina on 5 April 1950 
and transferred to Teheran, Iran, When he arrived in Argentina instead of 
one centralizad Orthodox Church, he found ten separate groups operating 


The reason for the split was apparently caused by the 


action of Msgr. Konstantin Izrastzov* who had obtained parsonal possession 
of all the properties of the Russian Orthodox Church in Arcentina, by form- 
ing a separate society of his family. Panteleimon's efforts to regain 
possession of the church's properties caused numerous differences with the 
Ierastzov family, who are influential within Argentine goverment circles. 
The Bishop believes that this friction with the Iarastaov family was the 
main reason for his expulsion. According to Pantsleimon, the person who 

was responsible for suggesting to the Izrastac¥a that they take possession 
ef the church properties was one Dr. Lukaschevish, who at present is trying 
to acquire possession of all the property of the Rumanian Church in Buenos ~ 


Alres: 


2, Bishop Pateleimon gave other possible reasons for his expulsion from Argentina. 
Prior to the time when Panteleimon received the Buenos Aires assignment from 
the Russian Orthodox Church, the Argentine government recommended one Fathar 
Michail Dickiy as a logical person for his position, The goverment considered 
it an affront that their recommendation of Dickiy wag not followed. As a 


result, Dickiy had been 


active in a campaign to discredit the Bishop, hoping 


to succeed in replacing Panteleimon, Another reason that theta was ill feel- 

ing toward the Bishop was that he had refused to anter into an anti-Communist 
campaign. After he refused to participate in any political activities he 
received a warning stating that he would suffer dire consequences, The actual 
charges made by the Argentins government were trunuped up charges of homosexuality, 


according to the Bishop, 
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3o As of 21 April the Bishop was residing illegally in Uruguay. Panteleimon 
professed to be anti-Commmist and was the first signer of a petition to 
outlaw the Conmunist-dominated Union lslava in Buenos Aires. The Bishop 
would not or could not discuss the existence and status of Communist 
activities in Argentina. 
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